Org Blogging
Have Something to
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Objective

During this session, we will introduce you to the
fundamentals of blogging: setting up a blog, creating
content, and promoting your new creation. We will also
review examples of fantastic and not-so-great blogs and
basic blogging etiquette.
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Introduction

What is a Blog?

A blog is a web site where the updates—generally called posts or
entries—are displayed in reverse chronological order, so the newest
entries are at the top of the page. While many blogs take the form of
online personal diaries, blogs can actually cover any topic. There are
blogs on everything from knitting to politics!

Traditionally blogs have been primarily text-based, but many now
incorporate multimedia content. Some blogs even specialize in
multimedia material, such as:

* photoblogs (photographs)

* vlogs (videos)

» sketchblogs (art/sketches)

* mp3 blogs (music)

In this class, we’ll focus on basic text-based blogs.
Setting Up a Blog

There are two basic ways to set up a blog:

1. Install blogging software such as MovableType or WordPress on
your personal web site. This method allows you to have more
control over your blog, but it requires a certain amount of
technical know-how.

a. MovableType: http://www.movabletype.com/
b. WordPress: http://wordpress.org/

2. Register for an account on a blogging web site. Basic accounts
are free on most of these sites, and they offer lots of tools for
people without much technical expertise. This is the best option
for most blogging beginners. Some popular blogging sites
include:

a. Blogger: http://www.blogger.com
b. TypePad: http://www.typepad.com
c. LiveJournal: http://www.livejournal.com




Terms and Definitions

Did you know the Ann Arbor District Library’s web site is made up of
many blogs? Let’s take a look at an AADL blog to go over the basics.

1. From the AADL.org homepage, click on the “Catalog” link at the
top menu bar or type http://www.aadl.org/catalog into the
address bar.

2. On the catalog page, you will see links to some of the library’s
blogs on the left hand menu.

3. Click on the “Audio Blog” link. Take a look at the features of the
first post.
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. Post or entry: A single update to a blog. Posts almost always
have a title, a date, and a time stamp.

. Comments: Feedback left by visitors to the blog on specific
posts. You'll usually find a link to leave comments at the end of a
post.

. Tags: Labels for posts, selected by the blogger, that describe its
content. To see more posts with the same tag (that is, similar
content), click on the tag link.

. Permalink: Stands for “permanent link.” Because blogs are
frequently updated, there is no guarantee that the post at the
top of the page on Monday will be still be at the top of the page
on Friday; it may be several posts down. For this reason, each
post on a blog usually has a permalink that will take you directly
to that post no matter how much time has passed. Permalinks
are usually found at the beginning or end of the post. Often the
post title is a permalink.

. RSS: Stands for "RDF Site Summary” or “Really Simple
Syndication.” This is a technology that allows your blog to send
automatic updates or notifications to anyone who has subscribed
to your blog’s RSS feed through a feed reader (also known as a
“RSS reader” or “aggregator”). This functionality is generally
built into a blogging site’s set of features.

Browsers can tell you if an RSS feed is available
for a specific web site. In Firefox, a small orange
image (see right) appears in the address bar of

the browser when an RSS feed is available.

. Trackback: Also called “Linkback” or “Pingback.” This is a way
for web site owners to request notification when someone links
to their post. Some blogging sites have this functionality built in
to their set of features.

The AADL blogs don't use Trackback. I'll be sure to show you
some blogs that do before we’re done!




Example Blogs

What are some features of popular and well-liked blogs?

* Interesting Content: The best blogs fill a specific niche in the
blogging world. Whatever their specific topic—whether sports or
linguistics—they aim to be the best blog in that niche.

o Unclutterer: http://unclutterer.com/
This blog on getting organized has everything from tips to
product reviews.
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* Regular Updates: Internet users visit their favorite blogs again
and again, not just once. To encourage repeat visits to your
blog, try to provide new content on a fairly regular basis. For
some blogs, this is once a month; for others, it's once a week or
even once a day. The main idea is not to neglect your blog for so
long that it looks abandoned.

o Language Log:
http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/~myl/languagelog/
This linguistics blog is updated several times a week by
one of the blog’s many contributors. (It is a group blog
with not one but several authors.)




o Brooklyn Tweed: http://brooklyntweed.blogspot.com/

Images and Links: Enrich the content of your blog by including
images and links to other web sites. For example, if you're
writing about a book you just read, try including a link to the
author’s web site or the book’s page on Amazon.com. If you're
commenting on a news article, include a link to that article.

This knitting blogger includes gorgeous photos of his
current and completed projects
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The Pi Shawl (Blanket)
I know I said that I would be sharing small, Christmas knits with you first... but I finished
this last week and have been too excited to keep it under wraps any longer. Of all my
knitting projects, this one has got to be up there in my all-time favorites (despite it being
my own personal Everest for the last three months). So good in fact, it's keeping me

warm while I write - it's cold out there!

Transferring data from farm3.static flickr.com...

finished objects

2007 Knits.
2006 Knits.

More of My Photography on Flickr
BT original patterns

recently completed

Mitered Mittens :: Elizabeth Zimmermann
Big Blue :: Me

Ribwarmer :: Elzabeth Zimmermann

Koolhaas :: Me (IK Holiday 07)

Cap Karma :: Smariek

Hemlock Ring Blanket :: Modified Vintage Doy
Cobblestone :: Me (IK Fall 07)

Adult Tomten Jacket :: Ekzabeth Zimmermen
Saartje's Bootees :: Saartje Breit

Baby Surprise chkot Ellzabe'ch Zimmermann
February Baby Sweater :: Elizzbeth Zimmermann
You're My Iro e

Zeebee! :: Schmeeb

Noro Striped Scarf :: Generic Pattern

Saddle Shoulder Aran Cardigan :: Elizabeth

Zimmermann v
&S 0

o Good Eats ‘N Sweet Treats:

Organization: The best blogs are organized so it's easy for
readers to find past posts of interest. Imagine a reader comes to
your blog to read your excellent post on a new CD; don’t you
want them to be able to find your other music reviews? Blogging
software and web sites have organization features built into
them, such as calendars, but the best blogs also take advantage
of tagging (labeling posts by category) to improve organization.

http://good-eats-n-sweet-treats.blogspot.com/

This food blog uses labels (linked from the right sidebar) to
help readers find past posts with recipes that will interest

them.




000 Good Eats 'n Sweet Treats —
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Don't forget to visit Sugar & Spice, Quirky Cupcake and Abby Sweets tof
see how their cakes turned out!

Perfection Pound Cake
from Dorie Greenspan, Baking: From My Home to Yours

brownies (1)

cake (10)

caramel (5)

2 cups all-purpose flour (or 2-1/4 cups cake flour) (I used cake flour)
1 teaspoon baking powder

1/4 teaspoon salt

2 sticks (8 ounces) unsalted butter, at room temperature

1 cup sugar

4 large eggs, at room temperature

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Transferring data from farm3.static.flickr.com...

This blogger’s labels make her blog easy to browse.

* Active Comment Threads: Sometimes the most interesting
feature of a blog post are its comments, which can become the
site of lively discussions. Many bloggers actively encourage
reader feedback on their posts which results in more comments
and more interactivity.

o Boing Boing: http://www.boingboing.net/
This high-profile culture and technology blog gets a lot of
reader comments that add to the already interesting
content.




Creating a Blog

In this class, we’ll be setting up a blog at Blogger, a blogging service
owned by Google. All of the major blogging services are fairly similar,
so learning how to set up a blog at Blogger will be helpful even if you

decide to use a different service later.

The first part of this process differs depending on whether you do or
do not already have an existing Google account.

Your Google Account

First, go to the Blogger start page by typing the following URL into the
address bar of your browser: http://www.blogger.com/

You'll come to a page that looks like this.

00 Blogger: Create your Blog Now -- FREE e
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Sign in to use Blogger
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Username (Email): Password: (?)

decadent tranquility more »

What's a blog? ( Sign in here with your
existing Google account

@ @ Create an account
Name your blog
Publish Get Post Go
CREATE YOUR BLOG NOW

thoughts feedback photos mobile
Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1999 - 2008 Google

12:49 AM
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If you already have a Google account, go to 1a.

If you do not already have a Google account, go to 1b.

1a. Signing into your Google account

1. Sign in with your username and password in the boxes at the
upper right-hand corner of the page. Once you’re sighed in,
you’ll see the Blogger Dashboard. Think of it as the control
center for your entire blog. It looks like this.

e 00 Blogger: Dashboard
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Three new languages and a whole new direction for Blogger
January 17, 2008 — permalink

We are excited to announce that Blogger is now available in thr
more languages: Arabic, Hebrew, and Persian!

Done

Dashboard Joy
No photo available.
Manage Your Blogs Create a Blog || Help Edit Profile (or View)
My Account
Language:
The latest from Blogger Buzz English 7]

Mobile Devices

Learn how to start mobile blogging

Help Resources

Help Center
Help Group

Blogger Status
Known Issues

Blogs Of Note

Feel like browsing? Here are
some blogs we've noticed

conont Lo

/]

\

Create a
Blog link

2. Click on the “Create a Blog” link. A new page will load.

3. Wait for the rest of us to catch up! Go to Part 2.




1b. Setting Up a Google Account

1. Click on the “Create Your Blog Now” orange arrow in the bottom
right. You’ll be taken to a new page that looks like this:

000 Blogger: Create Blogger Account =
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CREATE ACCOUNT
Create a Google Account Gougle M
Accounts |
!
This process will create a Google account that you can use on other Google services. If you already :
have a Google account perhaps from Gmail, Google Groups, or Orkut, please sign in first ’
!
Email address Ikimj@aad[,org You'll use this address to log in to |
(must already exist) Blogger and other Google services. |
We'll never share it with third }
parties without your permission. }
!
Retype email address |kimj@aadl.org Type in your email address again |
to make sure there are no typos. ’
!
Enter a password [ """"""" Must be at least 8 characters long !
Password strength: Strong :
!
Retype password I wwwwwwwwwww |
[
Display name I]oy The name used to sign your blog !
posts. |
!
Word Verification s Type the characters you see in the !
picture to the left. }
Ao |
f
!
]ohonsaxe & |
- !
Acceptance of Terms ¥| | accept the Terms of Service Indicate that you have read and |
understand Blogger's Terms of }
Service }
!
m |
A
v
Done www.google.com &% &3 @

On this page, you'll create a new Google account by providing
your current email address, entering a password, and choosing a
display name. Be sure to complete the Word Verification and to
click the check box to indicate your acceptance of the Terms of
Service.

2. Once you've completed the entire form, click on the orange
“Continue” arrow in the bottom corner of the page.

3. Google will automatically send a message to the email address
you used to register to verify the email address is valid.




The message from Google will look something like this:

Welcome to Google Accounts. To activate your account and verify your e-mail
address, please click on the following link:

http://www.google com/accounts/VE?service=blogger&c=CPLzOMnJ5sXyviQEQwIPY%evXpAc&hl=en

If you have received this mail in error, you do not need to take any
action to cancel the account. The account will not be activated, and
you will not receive any further emails.

If clicking the link above does not work, copy and paste the URL in a
new browser window instead.

Thank you for using Google.
For questions or concerns regarding your account, please visit the

Google Accounts FAQ at
http://www.google com/support/accounts/.

This is a post-only mailing. Replies to this message are not monitored
or answered.

Just follow the instructions in the message, and your email address will
be verified.

You do not need to verify your email address immediately, but it’s a

good idea to do the next time you check your email. For now, just go
to Naming Your Blog.

10




Naming Your Blog

1. Once you've logged into your existing Google account or created
a new Google account, you should see a page that looks like

this:
e00 Blogger: Name your blog (@)
<@ & Y @9 e O hup:/ /www.blogger.com/create-blog.g v | (G Google Q AP
& Blogger

NAME BLOG

Name your blog

Blog title (2] | Enter a title for your blog.
Blog address (URL) @ __http:// .blogspot.com  You and others will use this to
Check Availability read and link to your blog.

Word Verification

the picture.

L)
th\w Type the characters you see in

OR

Want to host your blog somewhere else? Try Advanced Blog Setup. This will
allow you to host your blog somewhere other than Blogspot.

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear

Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1999 - 2008 Google

Advanced Setup

4] 1 (i)

Done

/
Check Availability link

2. Fill in a blog title and blog address. Your blog address will be the
URL that you give out when you are promoting your blog, so it’'s
a good idea to make it something easy to remember and that
you don’t mind typing over and over again. Your blog address
should be in lowercase letters only. Your blog title can be
capitalized or not capitalized however you please.
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Click on the “Check availability” link to see if someone has
already claimed the name. If that’s the case, try something else
until you create something unique.

. Be sure to complete the word verification.

. When you are done, click on the orange “"Continue” arrow in the
bottom right hand corner. Go on to Part 3.

Choosing a Template

This is where you select the template of your blog, which controls
look and feel. It's very easy to change this later, so don’t worry a lot
about it now.

D o

Done

Blogger: Choose a template

cj /|\ ﬂ ac ) http:/ /www.blogger.com/choose-template-new.g?blogD= v 1= [G]~ rss Q

\E! Blogger

CHOOSE TEMPLATE

Choose a template

Choose a custom look
for your blog.
You can easily change

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1999 - 2008 Google

&)

0

A

v

/

“Preview Template”
link

Move this bar down' to s
more template styles.

ee
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1. To browse the available templates, move the bar above the
orange “Continue” arrow up and down.

2. Under the preview image of each template, you’ll see a blue
“preview template” link. When you click on this link, a full-size
preview of the template will open in a new browser window.
When you've finished looking at the preview, close the new
browser window that opened. Don’t close the browser window
that shows all the template options!

3. To choose a template, click on the preview image. The border of
the image will go from light brown to darker brown when you
have selected it by clicking.

4. Once you've chosen a template, click on the orange “Continue”
button. A new screen will load, and you will see message
confirm the successful creation of your new blog!

e 00 Blogger: You are done

0

oty
« @J /I‘ bﬁ TAG Dhup://www.bIogger.com/signup—done.g?blogID=440§v (=3 [Q' rss Q

& Blogger

o Your blog has been created!

We've just created a blog for you. You can now add your posts to it, create your personal profile, or
customize how your blog looks.

Home | About | Buzz | Help | Discuss | Language | Developers | Gear
Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Policy | Copyright © 1999 - 2008 Google

Done &

/]

5. Now we’'re ready to start posting! Click on the orange “Start
Posting” arrow in the bottom right hand corner.
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Posting

After clicking on the “Start Posting” arrow, you should see the Blogger
posting screen. Let’s look at some of the features of this screen, since

you’ll be looking at it a lot.

The “Create Post” Screen

1 2 3 4 5

e00 Blogger: Bllogging 101 - Create Post
@ A % Tad (3 http:/ /www.blodger.com/post-create.g?blogll v | [ v Google Q @ v
kimj®aadl.org ' Dashboard | Help | Sign out

<«

8 Blogging 101

Settings Template

Create | Edit Posts Moderate |Comments
\/
Title: |
\4 Edit Html | = Comppse
. == = = 1= == i
ot ~1> b i Tga @ ESEFEE SIS 7] Preview
Labels for this post:
» MM\ 6 e.g. scooters, vacation, fall ‘
Shortcuts: press Ctrl with: B - Bold, I ~|ltalic, P = Publish, S - Save, D - Draft more
Ret&n to list of posts
Transfefring data from www.blogger.con... @ /]

7 8
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1. Blog title: The title of your blog always appears at the top of
the posting screen. If you have more than one blog, this is a
good way to be sure you're posting to the correct one.

. Title text box: Type the title of your new post here.

WIN

Formatting bar: This allows you to format your text to be bold
or italic, to change the alignment, or add links. We'll look at this
more closely below.

4. Post text box: Type the main body of your new post here.

5. Preview - Preview your new post. When you click it, a preview
will appear at the bottom of the page. Click “Hide Preview” to
return to the posting screen.

6. “Post Options” link: When you click on this link, you will see
options to turn reader comments on or off, and to change the
date and/or time of a post.

7. “Publish Post” button: Click on this button to publish what
you've wrote.

8. “Save Now"” button: Click on this button to save your current
work. You will be the only person able to see it; your post will
not be public until you publish it.

9. “Labels for this post” text box: Enter the labels (aka tags) for
your post here.

A Closer Look at the Formatting Bar

Font Font Text Remove
Face Bold Quote Spell

Colo Ali nment Formattin
¢ \b r |g \Chexk rmatting
I’ont > 1~ E_ = = = :

= =k fJ =
FoIt Ital|c ake NumbeIed Lulleted Add NAdd
size link list list image video

The symbols on the formatting bar probably look familiar to anyone
who has used Microsoft Word or other word processing software. If
you ever forget what a button on it does, hover your mouse over it,
and you will get a message from your browser about what it does.
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Writing and Publishing Your First Post

Let’s write a short test post now so you can start to get comfortable
with the formatting features. Don’t worry if you make mistakes, or

decide you'd like something different later—it’s very easy to edit or
delete posts!

1.

Choose a post title and type it in the title text box. You can
publish a post that has no title, but that’s not a good idea—it
makes your work harder for search engines to find.

. Write the main body of your post. Use the formatting bar to

make text bold or italic; to change the text alignment; to change
the font face, color, and size; to include numbered and bulleted
lists; to add links; to include blockquotes; to add images and
videos; and to clear previously applied formatting.

. (Optional) Choose labels (tags) for your post, and type them into

the box in the bottom right.

. (Optional) Click on the “Post Options” link to change the

comment settings or the date and time.

. (Optional) Click the blue “Save Now” button to save your work to

your account. You can skip this step if you plan to publish your
post immediately.

When you’re writing your post, it’s a good idea to hit the

“Save Now"” button often to save your work. Otherwise you
run the risk of losing your hard work if your internet connection

goes down or your computer crashes.

. Click the orange “Publish Post” button to publish your work to

your blog. You will see a confirmation screen that looks like this:
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®00 Blogger: Blogging 101 - Publish Status -
- Qj /;‘ EB TAG Bhup://www.blogger.com/publish—cmV = [CI' rss Q @ v

. kimj@®aadl.org  Dashboard =Help ' Sign out
© Blogging 101

Posting Settings Template View Blog

Create | Edit Posts Moderate Comments

Your blog post published successfully!
View Blog (in_a new window)

Need to change it? Edit post | Create a new post

Done & 0

Click on the “View Blog” link to view your post in the same window.
Click on “in a new window” to view your post in a new window.

Everyone’s blog will look different because we’ve chosen different
templates.

Signing Out and Signing In
Now that we've created our blogs and written our first posts, let’s
practice signing out of your account and then signing back in.

Signing Out

For your security and privacy, it's good practice to sign out of your
blog account when you’re done making changes.

1. When you're logged into your own blog, you will see a dark blue
menu bar at the top of the page. It looks something like this:

& I 5:ARCH BLOG| [=FLAG BLOG| Next Blog» kimj@aadl.org | New Post | Customize | Sign Out

2. To sign out, click on the “Sign Out” link at the right end of the
menu bar.

After you sign out, your browser will go to the Blogger start page.
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Signing In

1. To sign back in, go to the Blogger start page:
http://www.blogger.com/

Sign in to use Blogger
with your Google

Account

¥ onra: (f)

2. Sign in with the Username and Password that you used when
you creating your account, or the Username and Password
associated with your existing Google account.

When you have signed in successfully, the browser will load a new
page: Dashboard.

Dashboard

000 Blogger: Dashboard —
D o @ /l‘ % tae [E) http:/ jwww.blogger.com/home?pli=1 Sv > (G rss Q) @ .
kimj@aadl.org | Dashboard | Help | Sign out
& Blogger

Dashboard Joy

No photo available.

og p . - .
Manage Your Blos§ . Cr‘ea‘te a. Blog | .Hel Edit Profile (or View)
A\ You have not verified your email address. Resend verification email (T

Blogging 101 View Blog & Language:

1 Post, last published on Jan 21, 2008 English j
ok New Post & Manage: Posts, Settings, Layout

Mobile Devices
The latest from Blogger Buzz

Three new languages and a whole new direction for Blogger
January 17, 2008 — permalink

Learn how to start mobile blogging

Help Resources

Help Center
Help Group

Blogger Status
Known Issues

We are excited to announce that Blogger is now available in three
more languages: Arabic, Hebrew, and Persian!

5% Google nawn nmva

e —— Blogger Blogs Of Note

o

Feel like browsing? Here are v

W e Qs iim
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The Dashboard is the control center of your Blogger account.
This is where you can do such things as:

* Write new posts

* Edit or delete existing posts

* Update your account information
* Change your blog template

If you are logged in and you go to the Blogger home page, you will
automatically be taken to the Dashboard.

You can also return to the main Dashboard page by clicking on the
“Dashboard” link at the top right corner.

Manage Posts — The Postings Tab

To edit or delete existing posts, click on the Posts link after "Manage:”:

& Manage: Posts, Settings, Layout

The Manage Posts screen looks like this—it is the “Posting” tab of
Dashboard:

e 00 Blogger: Blogging 101 - Manage Posts

C )

« @ /I\ EB TAG G http://www.blogger.com/post v = @ v Google Q

kimj®aadl.org ' Dashboard = Help ' Sign out

8 Blogging 101

Posting Settings Template View Blog

v

Create Edit Posts | Moderate Comments

Labels _Label Actions... _v| Select: All, None Your Posts: All, Drafts, Published 1 - 1 of 1

All
test (1) [~ Edit Viexv » Post1 8:38:00 PM by Joy DeIAete
1-1of1
Done & |0

/
Edit View Labels you chose for Delete

this post
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Each of your posts will be listed on its own line, with links to:

* Edit the post
* View the post
* Delete the post

Beside the post title, you'll see in small green font the labels that you
chose for the post.

Manage Settings - The Settings Tab

To edit your account preferences, click on the Settings link after
“Manage:” on the main Dashboard page:

& Manage: Posts, Settings, Layout

Or you can click on the Settings tab from within Dashboard:

Settings Template

The Settings tab looks like this:

000 Blogger: Blogging 101 - Basic Settings )
«” ej /I‘ E TAG [5) http: / /www.blogger.com/blog-options-basic.g?blc v | [ |C] v Google Q @ v

. kimj@aad|.org ' Dashboard | Help | Sign out
8 Blogging 101

!

!

_Template | |
% Template View Blog :
|

|

!

Basic ‘ Publishing Formatting Comments Archiving Site Feed Email Permissions
Title Blogging 101
Description

500 Characters Max.

Add your blog toour Yes ﬂ

listings?

A Listed blog may be linked to from Blogger.com, such as the Blogger home
page, Blogger Play, and Next Blog. If you select "No™ your blog will not
appear in these places, but it will still be available on the Internet. This
blog will still be displayed on your profile unless you hide it. Edit displayed
blogs.

This menu bar lists different
options under the Settings tab.
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Here is a list of the options areas under the different options of the
Settings tab:

* Basic * Archiving

* Publishing * Site Feed

* Formatting * Email

e Comments * Permissions

Manage Layout — The Template Tab

To manage the look and feel of your blog by:
* adding page elements,
* changing the fonts and colors,
* or choosing a new template,

click on the Layout link after "Manage:” on the main Dashboard page:

& Manage: Posts, Settings, Layout

Or you can click on the Template tab from any other page within
Dashboard:

Settings Template View Blog
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The Template tab looks like this:

e 00 Blogger :: Edit Layout

<« @ fl‘ % 1ac  2) http:/ fwww.blogger.com/layout?bloglD=6 ¥ | [ [G]* Google Q) 3 @v
kimj®aadl.org ' Dashboard | Help

8 Blogging 101
View Blog

Page Elements l Fonts and Colors Edit HTML Pick New Template

Add and Arrange Page Elemenits ,
Click and drag to rearrange page elements of your blog. [ PREVIEW ] [ CLEAR EDITS ] [

Blogging 101 (Header)
samd Edit
Blog Ppsts Add a Page Element
Blog Archive
Edit
About Me
Edit
Edit
Add a Page Element
N

A
v
Done @ 7 ’

This navigation bar shows you the options within the Template tab
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Etiquette

Like any social activity, blogging has its own etiquette. Master these
blogging principles, and make your time online more fun and safe.

Commenting

Comments are one of the best things about blogs: they make blogs
more interactive and as enjoyable for the reader as the writer.

For this reason, it’s often a good idea to keep comments “turned on.”
It’s also considered polite to respond to comments left on your blog.

If you don’t have time to manage your comments, however, you might
consider turning off your comments to avoid comment spam.

Comment spam: The blog comments equivalent of
e-mail spam. If you are logged in, you can delete unwanted
comments by clicking on the trashcan icon beside them.

Linking

The best blogs are in conversation with each other and other web
sites.

It’s usually considered polite to link to another blog post if you are
responding to it in your post. It's a way of promoting the other
blogger’s work. However, the other blogger is not in any way obligated
to link back to you; you should not expect it.

Some bloggers may not want the attention that comes from a link. For
that reason, if you're linking to a little-known blog, you may want to
ask their permission before linking to them.

Respecting Privacy

Guard your own privacy, and be respectful of other people’s privacy.

To protect your own privacy, think carefully before:
* Sharing any personal information about yourself, such as your
full name, your email address, and your location
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* Posting pictures of yourself

Many bloggers set up a separate email account to use on their blog.
This allows them to avoid giving out their primary email address.

To protect the privacy of others, think carefully before:
* Sharing the personal information of others
* Posting pictures of them
*  Writing about them in your posts, especially by name

Promoting Your Blog

You've created your blog—now you need to promote it!

Some good ways to promote your blog:
* Mentioning it to your friends when you see them
e Including a link in your email signhature

Linking to and commenting on other’s blogs is a good way to bring
traffic to yours; the blogger just might link back to you. Don't get

angry if that doesn’t happen: there’s no obligation on their part. Don’t
comment solely to promote your own work—make sure your comment
is “on topic” at their blog.

Finding Other Blogs

1. Via other people’s links: Many bloggers maintain a blogroll, a

list of links to blogs they read. If you find a blog that you really
like, try visiting some of the sites on their blogroll—there’s a
good chance you’ll find something else of interest to you.

2. Via blog search engines: There are a humber blog-specific
search engines. You can use them to find blogs on specific
topics, and also to find blogs that have linked to specific posts.

Some of the major blog search engines are:

Technorati: http://www.technorati.com/

Google Blogsearch: http://blogsearch.google.com/
BlogPulse: http://www.blogpulse.com/

IceRocket: http://www.icerocket.com/
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